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How to ask



 Risk Factors   


    Prevention    




What to do


      



For more information:  https://www.cdc.gov/std/syphilis/stdfact-congenital-syphilis.htm

FAQ Frequently Asked Questions

Non-Judgemental


Respectful


Use a common language


Open ended questions


Compassion













Prenatal Care


Client received late or limited prenatal care.


History of incarceration.


Incarceration


Substance abuse can inhibit your judgment, making you more willing to participate in risky behaviors.


Alcohol/Drugs


Having one STD makes it much easier for another STD to take hold.


History of STD


The more people you have sexual contact with, the greater your risk.


Multiple Partners


Vaginal or anal penetration by an infected partner who isn't wearing a latex condom increases the risk of getting an STD.


Unprotected Sex


Client did not get tested in first or second trimester


Testing


















Abstinence


The only way to completely avoid STDs in not to have sex (vaginal, anal or oral)


Be comfortable saying no


Say No


Avoid drinking or doing drugs before having sex


Informed Decisions


Talk to your partner about safe sex and STD testing


Talk


Get tested regularly, and encourage your partner(s) to do the same


Get Tested


Have sex with only one another within a monogamous relationship


Monogamy















Client does not have prenatal care


Client is meeting a risk for Syphilis


Refer









Syphilis


What is syphilis?


Syphilis is a sexually transmitted bacterial infection that can cause serious health problems if it is not treated.


Spread


Con-genital Syphilis


Affects on Baby


Reduce Risk


Can I   Get it Again


You can get syphilis by direct contact with a syphilis sore during vaginal, anal, or oral sex.


Signs


How is syphilis spread?


What does syphilis look like?


During the first stage of syphilis, there will usually be a sore at the original site of infection; secondary syphilis will usuallly present as a skin rash. During the latent stage, there are no signs or symptoms.


What is congenital syphilis


Congenital syphilis is a disease that occurs when a mother with syphilis passes the infection on to her baby during pregnancy.


How can congenital syphilis affect my baby?


Congenital syphilis can cause: miscarriage, stillbirth, prematurity, low birth weight, and even death shortly after birth.  


Do I need to get tested for syphilis if I am pregnant?


Yes!  All pregnant women should be tested for syphilis at the first prenatal visit, early in the third trimester and at delivery.  Remember, you can have syphilis and not know it.


Is there treatment for syphilis?


Yes. Syphilis can be treated and cured with antibiotics. Be sure to get treatment right away.


How can I reduce the risk of my baby getting congenital syphilis?


Your baby will not get syphilis if you do not have syphilis.  Get tested. The only way to avoid syphilis completely is to not have vaginal, anal or oral sex.  


Once I have been treated, can I get syphilis again?


Having syphilis once does not protect you from getting it again.  Even after you’ve been successfully treated, you can still be re-infected.


Testing


Treat































What to ask


Are you pregnant?  


Have you seen a doctor and started prenatal care?  


Have you been tested for STDs/Syphilis


Are you concerned that you may have been exposed to STDs/Syphilis
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Congratulations on your pregnancy. In addition

to your regular prenatal screenings, please be

sure that you are screened for all STDs including
syphilis in your 1st trimester, 3rd trimester and at
delivery. Please take this card to your next doctor’s
appointment or the Health District.
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